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“Due to our policy, we don’t comment on pending litigation,” said Pontiac“Due to our policy, we don’t comment on pending litigation,” said Pontiac

spokeswoman Paula Bridges.spokeswoman Paula Bridges.

Eck’s attorneys, Deborah Gordon and Morry Hutton, said Eck wasEck’s attorneys, Deborah Gordon and Morry Hutton, said Eck was

scapegoated by the city in the wake of three abandoned children’s rescuescapegoated by the city in the wake of three abandoned children’s rescue

from an unregistered rental home on Lydia Lane in Pontiac’s Stonegatefrom an unregistered rental home on Lydia Lane in Pontiac’s Stonegate

Pointe neighborhood.Pointe neighborhood.

“It’s unfortunate that the city of Pontiac has now lost an invaluable public“It’s unfortunate that the city of Pontiac has now lost an invaluable public

servant and extremely experienced building officials with excellentservant and extremely experienced building officials with excellent

credentials,” Gordon said. “He was fired because he refused to go along withcredentials,” Gordon said. “He was fired because he refused to go along with

what he believed to be an illegal directive.”what he believed to be an illegal directive.”

City records show an City records show an April 2020 blight ticket for Lydia LaneApril 2020 blight ticket for Lydia Lane and an and an

unregistered rental complaint. Inspectors visited the home four times inunregistered rental complaint. Inspectors visited the home four times in

2020 without resolving the rental complaint. Inspectors returned in2020 without resolving the rental complaint. Inspectors returned in

February 2022 and April 2022. The owner had not registered the rental. NoFebruary 2022 and April 2022. The owner had not registered the rental. No

progress check was scheduled or made, which could have saved theprogress check was scheduled or made, which could have saved the

children earlier, children earlier, Eck told The Oakland PressEck told The Oakland Press in March. in March.

The children were rescued in February after a maintenance worker went toThe children were rescued in February after a maintenance worker went to

see if the occupants had moved after not paying rent for several months.see if the occupants had moved after not paying rent for several months.

The The children’s motherchildren’s mother is in Oakland County Jail, facing multiple charges. is in Oakland County Jail, facing multiple charges.

Eck was hired in November 2023 and had been archiving old and expiredEck was hired in November 2023 and had been archiving old and expired

records in the city database that tracks taxes, assessments, coderecords in the city database that tracks taxes, assessments, code

enforcement visits and tickets as well as construction permits. He and hisenforcement visits and tickets as well as construction permits. He and his

deputy, Dennis Szymanski, deleted 7,000 long-expired permits from the city’sdeputy, Dennis Szymanski, deleted 7,000 long-expired permits from the city’s

database.database.

Fired building official sues Pontiac – The Oakland Press

https://www.theoaklandpress.com/2025/05/12/fired-building-official-sues-pontiac/?clearUserState=true

Pontiac’s former building official, Bruce Eck, has sued the city for wrongfulPontiac’s former building official, Bruce Eck, has sued the city for wrongful

discharge. He was fired in March after a dispute with his supervisor. Thedischarge. He was fired in March after a dispute with his supervisor. The

lawsuit asks for a jury trial and seeks a minimum award of $25,000.lawsuit asks for a jury trial and seeks a minimum award of $25,000.
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Eck wanted to create reports on active issues so they could be tracked andEck wanted to create reports on active issues so they could be tracked and

addressed.addressed.

But his boss, Community Development Director Rachel Loughrin, told him toBut his boss, Community Development Director Rachel Loughrin, told him to

reactivate the old permits and require inspections. Eck asked a city attorneyreactivate the old permits and require inspections. Eck asked a city attorney

for a legal opinion on the order.for a legal opinion on the order.

On March 3, Loughrin claimed in a disciplinary action form that EckOn March 3, Loughrin claimed in a disciplinary action form that Eck

pursued personal legal advice from the city attorney. Eck said he made thepursued personal legal advice from the city attorney. Eck said he made the

request in his official capacity. He refused to sign the document and wasrequest in his official capacity. He refused to sign the document and was

fired.fired.

Disciplinary action form filed by Pontiac Community Development Director RachelDisciplinary action form filed by Pontiac Community Development Director Rachel

Loughrin regarding the city’s building official, Bruce Eck. (Courtesy, Bruce Eck)Loughrin regarding the city’s building official, Bruce Eck. (Courtesy, Bruce Eck)
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Eck, a certified building official, building plan reviewer, and buildingEck, a certified building official, building plan reviewer, and building

inspector, worked as West Bloomfield Township’s building director for 19inspector, worked as West Bloomfield Township’s building director for 19

years and Dearborn’s safety official for a decade. He is a board member foryears and Dearborn’s safety official for a decade. He is a board member for

the Southeast Michigan Building Officials and Inspectors Association, whichthe Southeast Michigan Building Officials and Inspectors Association, which

sets professional standards for and trains building officials and codesets professional standards for and trains building officials and code

inspectors. He told The Oakland Press he has never been fired or disciplinedinspectors. He told The Oakland Press he has never been fired or disciplined

in his career.in his career.

Gordon and Hutton said they don’t believe Loughrin knew the proper wayGordon and Hutton said they don’t believe Loughrin knew the proper way

to address the invalid permits.to address the invalid permits.

Defendants in the lawsuit include the city and Loughrin, in her personal andDefendants in the lawsuit include the city and Loughrin, in her personal and

official capacities. They have 28 days to respond to the lawsuit, which wasofficial capacities. They have 28 days to respond to the lawsuit, which was

assigned to Sixth Circuit Court Judge Nanci Grant.assigned to Sixth Circuit Court Judge Nanci Grant.
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