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Pontiac’s former building official, Bruce Eck, has sued the city for wrongful
discharge. He was fired in March after a dispute with his supervisor. The
lawsuit asks for a jury trial and seeks a minimum award of $25,000.

“Due to our policy, we don’t comment on pending litigation,” said Pontiac
spokeswoman Paula Bridges.

Eck’s attorneys, Deborah Gordon and Morry Hutton, said Eck was
scapegoated by the city in the wake of three abandoned children’s rescue
from an unregistered rental home on Lydia Lane in Pontiac’s Stonegate
Pointe neighborhood.

“It’s unfortunate that the city of Pontiac has now lost an invaluable public
servant and extremely experienced building officials with excellent
credentials,” Gordon said. “He was fired because he refused to go along with
what he believed to be an illegal directive.”

City records show an April 2020 blight ticket for Lydia Lane and an

unregistered rental complaint. Inspectors visited the home four times in
2020 without resolving the rental complaint. Inspectors returned in
February 2022 and April 2022. The owner had not registered the rental. No
progress check was scheduled or made, which could have saved the
children earlier, Eck told The Oakland Press in March.

The children were rescued in February after a maintenance worker went to
see if the occupants had moved after not paying rent for several months.
The children’s mother is in Oakland County Jail, facing multiple charges.

Eck was hired in November 2023 and had been archiving old and expired
records in the city database that tracks taxes, assessments, code
enforcement visits and tickets as well as construction permits. He and his
deputy, Dennis Szymanski, deleted 7,000 long-expired permits from the city’s
aatabase.
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Eck wanted to create reports on active issues so they could be tracked and
addressed.

But his boss, Community Development Director Rachel Loughrin, told him to
reactivate the old permits and require inspections. Eck asked a city attorney
for a legal opinion on the order.

On March 3, Loughrin claimed in a disciplinary action form that Eck
pursued personal legal advice from the city attorney. Eck said he made the
request in his official capacity. He refused to sign the document and was
fired.

e City of Pontiac

Disciplinary Action Form

Employes's Name: Bruce Eck Date of Hire:

Department Community Development Job Title: Building Official

Infraction [ Astendance Tandmess Elinssbordmation BECrusiiry of Wark B Wiolation of policy procedure
[Jsatery violation [JOther: [uamtity of Work 5] ey

Date(s) of infraction: 2.24.25 -3.03.25

Details of infraction (bekow)

On 2.24.25, Bruce told me that he closed out 800 building permits without verifying that they should be closed

1 told him that he needs to reopen those permits and notify all property owners that there is/are open permit(s) on
their property. Bruce then contacted Jake Mertes at the Kelly Firm via email and telephone, to ask Jake if he has
to do what | told him to do. Jake advised Bruce that the building code does not allow him to tell me that be does
nol have (o follow my instructions, whether he likes them or not.

02.27.25 — Bruce and Dennis met with Khalfani to discuss this same issue. They shared with Khalfani that it was
actually 7,000 permits that they closed out without any sort of verification before doing so. Why Bruce told me
a substantially lower number, | have no idea.

02.27.25 - | sent Bruce an email asking him where he is on reopening the permits and looking into the ststus of
cach of them. He responded with the following via email, “Have not started on this project. | have several
questions that need to be discussed. I'm uncomfortable with starting this process until [ get clear direction from
our legal team. | have forwarded o Jake and have not heard back from Jake as of today. As the lead Building
Official, 1 will not be moving forward on this project until all questions | have are satisfied and | feel comfortable
on this issue.” It is disturbing to me that Bruce is comfortable with this response following what we just
witnessed ot @ Lydia. 1le is beyond lucky (at least from a media standpoint) that none of the permits that he
blindly closed were associated with that address.

03.03.25 - Bruce told me in a staff meeting today that he is not going to do the work that | told him o do. He
was aciually yelling at me in the meeting in front of all of my other managers. He then mentioned that he is
waiting for an email back from Jake on the matter. | advised Bruce that the Kelly Firm is not his personal law
firm and that he cannot use City of Pontiac taxpayer dollars to obtain legal advice for himsell. A discussion
ensued and Bruce asked me “who the i | think | am™ and said that he does not have to do what [ tell him to do
because he is the Building Official and | am just the Community Development Director. To which [ responded
“l am your boss, that is who the i | am.”

Following this discussion | spoke directly with Mr. Mertes at the Kelly Firm and he told me that this is not the
first time that Bruce has reached out to him for personal legal advice and that not using tax payer money for
personal purposes is “definitely something that he does not understand™,

Has this or a
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Eck, a certified building official, building plan reviewer, and building
inspector, worked as West Bloomfield Township’s building director for 19
years and Dearborn’s safety official for a decade. He is a board member for
the Southeast Michigan Building Officials and Inspectors Association, which
sets professional standards for and trains building officials and code
inspectors. He told The Oakland Press he has never been fired or disciplined
in his career.

Gordon and Hutton said they don’t believe Loughrin knew the proper way
to address the invalid permits.

Defendants in the lawsuit include the city and Loughrin, in her personal and
official capacities. They have 28 days to respond to the lawsuit, which was
assigned to Sixth Circuit Court Judge Nanci Grant.

Originally Published: May 12, 2025 at 7:32 AM EDT

https://www.theoaklandpress.com/2025/05/12/fired-building-official-sues-pontiac/?clearUserState=true


https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/diDItCcvq3ybcykPQ883t-wJ-MWwwsUYD7f000GdM9iniC0YvfSAXpmaqvhRZ5KObbHrmB-zHxa4JY2aznXX8UBmvGMCUDHsHs3Ob_E-6-taufxl08PXcetLiMkB8XFHtzVuIQrgI17KNLLxRdr5pEn6kDp4IEvkj8OF4jH6wNqxiY4QLXLa3brZqvyYlc7Clsgt3Ol0HvaMbCfAQNFTERY20dEny1hFjgOhlBKhZomgPahG0aWig01MOZVhuIK_8susEMbXXLg16c4bSCIf4otAXCzfEYco7XuLsk2SUtkdps_4OybcE_jfs23K_kbz4GBxw1CMgBYj_PMgOCMaGRLdi8IIY_sJVSRcqEdi9nMePBW9Uk2ceaCfIPxSQ09U0MtEw3ZZlDtlb578kT0zxkQtRH-LSfycM5P8tub74AZvYUTG9tm-M8ZhEx0tM0jUTIOOuFADoP8KtUkAAaSu-O-eS187puif-9muOZWCB7GPMg3S9DyLSlZkpupUVtcsrp3XxOu11dyI_C1pu6MZIIA9Nq1eVgW1cP7pnWTQk-_1Uc-tb1RQTFJ9IcZrMOGd1N-FlwPpPTqETxrkd2bFmtfvs3IMMM94-RlFIq0ZnoKvdFpr3dQQ4rkbpSN-qJtoqxxVfnlIBUQ8sBJUSnWj84ahjCmiNk_Ny6P8P_oHBmCGcPiJ88K6y2C8b4x_FY5ghmDFaBMPdpeCZV7-20BZGNF91T-6Z7MxLKKFrMt6CUitRXr60AFL1-rmXsFm6So6RuplJ5P1sHHksGc?p=GgFDMJK6iMEGOiRkODdjNTBjYS05NTkxLTRkYzgtOGZkMS0wM2JiMGFjMWUyOTZCJDM1ZGJjYWI5LTg0NjMtNDhjYi1hOTY3LWRjMDcyMzNhZDAxNUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWPObEWITdGhlb2FrbGFuZHByZXNzLmNvbWoHZGVza3RvcJABAdgBso7wAZECKVyPwvUo7D-qAgw2OC40MS40My4xNjPqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/7Ece2ytHRzdQtXAu6BED_qKQ-Y5391YlY3aEO8N3Km-bZEVbY_FncyJzUnlKyzZ7syS2hKy8OJpmQk8kXq1x95nDQXdTX3BTyMvhBnjRaK9rPzEWqt0q9i3PsneVPFQrQSlevgdYOE1SiZYQ0D7sf5xRyZwcX_zqHvE4isq2q-OaqLWwOXvz6uKgJAvta9LAc9EIBKWxnY6QxsJP6ZKzpuod2ZYjlgycua17EE2kuKtRade2TkbdmNup1C5sx7OSWpBclRVYnLrzGlpZGC10_HRXEpEImYXKaNyB2fHn649SDqidXwRHmvHtMYSIrKr7gSWUJDr1SRh_m2GY18zjuJU9Pms7-cFxrmEvbaHpSBgy_BKV5cwEvTWFhmMFy1jcAjEz9N1GCK4DgiY88693nV6bE1hnsCshy9eSA66H4xMUctemm-l2heYVcigggpSindRJgcr2zsycWaEGZEktWUq-JagUl9Z_X0731UjLSe3-nKlOx1suH4U314gVu_AZuK0niOshQM8sQcc5bcGuM-4bTrixakSQK1x5zdiWGKjeKHaz-gd5tnSAUxM?p=GgFDMJK6iMEGOiRkODdjNTBjYS05NTkxLTRkYzgtOGZkMS0wM2JiMGFjMWUyOTZCJDM1ZGJjYWI5LTg0NjMtNDhjYi1hOTY3LWRjMDcyMzNhZDAxNUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWPObEWITdGhlb2FrbGFuZHByZXNzLmNvbWoHZGVza3RvcJABAtgBso7wAZECKVyPwvUo7D-qAgw2OC40MS40My4xNjPqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl

	Untitled

